Another  Parcell  of 

PROBLEM ES 

Concerning 

RELIGION: 

Neceflary  to  be  determined  at  this  time, 

And  to  that  end  Printed  apart. 
Together  with 

The  prudent  Advice  of  Herennius  Pontius 

A  man  famous  for  wifdome  among  the  Samnitesy 
Very  applyable  to  the  prcfent  Deliberation  in 
Parliament  concerning  Delinquents. 

As  alfo 

The  bold  and  ftout  Anfwers  of  an  Ambafladour  of 
Privernum}  in  the  Senate  of  Rome,  when  the  Priver- 
nates  were  in  the  fame  low  condition*  in  which 
the  KINGS  party  now  is. 

All  for  the  prefent  ufe  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes. 


By  P.  D. 


Defendenda  Religio  eft  a  privatU  omnibm  non  occidendo  fed  7Koriendo 
non  fevitta,  fed  fatientii :  non  fcelere,  fed fide.  Laftan. 

fortmam  reverenter  habe. 


Printed  in  feafon.  In  the  yeare  1 648. 


Another  Farcell  of  PROBLEME S 
Concerning. 

RELIGION. 

WHether  it  be  lawfull  for  Chriftian  fubje&s  to  take  up 
Armes  againft  their  Sovereign  for  reformation  of  there- 
ligion  by  law  eftabltfhed,  or  in  defence  oftheir  Religion  not  eflablijh- 
edby  late,  or  of  their  lives^  or  livelihoods  in  danger  by  due  execute 
on  oflavepxxx  bleffed  Saviourjiavingexpreflly  forbiden  them  to 
fave  their  lives  bj  fnch  meawt,  with  theaddition  of  amcft/wwp- 
Urythreatning  it  they  do,  and  of moft  graciouj pr$mifes%  if  tbey 
patiently  lole  their  lives,  or  livejyhoods,  for  his  fake.  And 
whether  the  truth  or  fdfehood  of  their  Religion  or  the  pomty 
or  number  cf  them  that  attempt  any  of  the  things  aforefaid  doth 
Bjakeany  difference  in  the  cafe,  though  they  be  the  Major  part 
of  the  true,  &r  reprefentativeBody  ofaKAngdome:  Orwhether 
allthefe  b*5  not  Anti-Chrijiiaa  proceedings  dire&ly  contrary  to 
die  Dofeice  8c  pra&ice  of  C  hrin-,  and  of  all  his  holy  A  pottles, 
and  of  the  whole  Church  of  God  formany  ages,  and  particularly 
of  the  Church  of England  fince  the  Reformation. 

Whether  the  definceofthe Religion  by  law  eftabUfoed^  be  not 
more  properly  a  defence  of  the  law,  then  of  the  Religion :  And 
w  hether  it  be  not  lawfull  for  SnbJeSs  of  one  Religion,  or  profejji- 
on  to  take  up  armes  in  defence  of  their  lives,  or  livelyhood  a- 
gainft  the  violence  and force  of  their  fellow-Subje&s  of  a  Contra- 
ry Religion^  crprofefpon  though  eftablifbed  by  Law,  and  though 
fchey  pretend  to  have,  or  have  authority  from  their  Soveraignc 
to  maflacre,  or  plunder  them  for  that  caufe,  unlefle  their  faid 
fellow-  fubjefts  firft  bring,  or  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  a  due 
Legal  tryall :  And  whether  the  truth or  falfehood of  their  Religi- 
on, or  the  number  of  the  thus  opprefled  doth  make  any  fuch  dif- 
ference in.the  cafe  in  point  of  )uftice,that  one  man  of  what  Reli- 
gion 


(3) 

gionfocver  hath  not  asrouch  light  to  defend  himfelf  againfl:  vi- 
olence as  another,  or  as  amultitude,or  that  a  multitude  of  Avh*t 
Religion,  or  number  fbever  ought  not  to  forbeare  fuch  defence 
of  their  perfonsoreftatesas  wel  as  anyone  fingle man  of  thefome 
Religion  or  profeffion  if  proceeded  againft  one  byone  in  a  due 
Legal  courfe.- And  whether  in  fome  occafios  where fummarj pro- 
ceeding/ againft  many  at  once  are  ufed,  and  allowed  in  other 
matters,  the  fame  ought  not  to  be  fubmit ted  unto  in  this  al(b  for 
confeience  fake,  provided  that  the  proceedings  be  fuch  as  may 
make  it  appear  that  they  fuffer  asMartjrs,or  Conf effort fotChjps 
fake :  And  whether  there  be  any  danger  that  the  gates  of  hell 
fliould  prevaile  againft  the  Church  of  Chrilt  if  all  true  Chrifti- 
ans  (h  >uld  fufter  themfelves  thus  to  be  killed  like  (heep,or  whe- 
ther it  have  not  ever  been  moft  enlarged  at  thofe  times  when 
Chriftians  were  molt  willing  to  yeeld  to4be  fo  robbed  or  killed. 
Whether  upon  the  attentive  reading  of  the  refpeftive  De- 
clarations, of  his  Majefty  and  of  his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
whereby  they  refpefti  vely  gave  the  people  of  this  Kingdome, 
and  the  whole  world  an  account  of  the  reafbns,  of  their  having 
taken  up  Armes ,  whereof  that  of  his  Majefty  bearech  date  the 
12.  otAugufi.  164a.  andthatofthe  Parliament  was fet  forth 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fame  moneth  :  it  will  not  be  evident  to 
every  intelligent  man,  capable  to  judge  of  affairs  of  this  nature, 
that  the  prefent  unhappy  warre  it  not^  or  at  kaft  at  the  beginning 
thereof wat not  a  war  of  'Religion  ,  otherwife  then  as  Religion 
may  be  much  concerned  by  confequent  in  the  iflue  thereof 
And  whether  this  will  not  be  yet  more  evident  by  comparing 
iheconclufionof  his  MajefHes  (aid  Declaration  of  the  12.  of 
hugufi  from  the  Paragraph  beginning  in  thefewords,  [Our  cafe 
is  tritely ftated^&cf]  to  the  end  thereof,  with  the  Preface,  of 
theOrdimnce  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  for  a  weekly  At 
fefment  throughout  the  whole  Kingdome,  for  the  maintenance 
ofthe  Army  raifed  by  the  Parliament,  4.  Martii.  1642,  which 
beginnethin  thefe words,  [The  Lords  and  Commons  now 
aflembled  in  Parliament,  being  fully  fatisfied  and  refolvedin 
their  conferences,  that  they  have  lawfully  taken  up  Armes, 
•  4  53  A  2  and 
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and  may,  and  ought  to  continue  the  fame  for  the  neceffary  de- 
fence ofthemfelves>  and  the  Parliament  from  violence  and  deftru* 
ftion,  andofthis  ^g^«?efrom  forreigne  invafion,  and  for  the 
bringing  of  notorious  offenders  tocondignepHnifimentj  which  are 
the  only  caufes  for  which  they  have  raifed,  and  do  continue  an 
Army  and  forces,  which  cannot  poffibly  be  maintained ,  nc  r 
theKingdomefubfift  without  the  fpeedy  raifing  of  large  ard 
OA-ffo.:  rsble  fummes  of  money,  proportionable  to  the  great  ex-- 
pcnces,  which  now  this  Kingdome  is  at,  for  the  fupporting  of 
the  laid  A  rmy^  and  for  the  (aving  of  the  whole  Kingdome,  cur 
Religion,  La  wcs,  and  Liberties,  ft  am  utter  ruine  and  deftru- 
dion.]  in  which  words  the  Lords  and  Commons,  fit  may  be) 
occafbned  by  many  indifcreet  defences  of  their  proceedings 
made  by  well-meaning,  butuaskilftiH  men,  have  with  great 
prudence  diftinguifced  the  justifying  caufes  of  their  having  rai- 
fed,  and  continuing  an  Army,  and  forces  from  the  things which 
might  by  confequent  have  come  into  danger ^  iftheyhadnot  raifed 
aa  Army,  and  forces  to  deft  nd  thtm,  among  which  Religion  is 
one.  And  this  the  Penner  of  his  Majefties  faid  Declaration,  had 
dor  eas  carefully  from  the  beginning,  in  thefe  words,  QOur 
qiurrellis  not  againft  the  Parliament,  but  againft  particu- 
lar men,  &c.  3 

Whether  the  confideration  ofthe  accidentally  andeonfequen- 
tiall  inttrefi  of  Godhimfetfz  m  theiflue  of  a  matter  in  debate, 
between  two  parties  that  are  in  warre  ought  toingage  fonldiers, 
or contributerS)  totakepart  with  the  oneor  with  the  other, 
more  then  Jurors  in  a  Uk$  cafes  the  reafon  to  the  contrary  being 
the  fame  in  both^  to  wit,  becaufe  God  hath  no  need  of  mans  finne 
in  cither  to  maintaine  hiscaufe,  orglory,  and  it  being  amani- 
feft  finne  in  a  Juror  to  have  any  refpeft  thereunto,  how  confi- 
derablefoeverfuchintereftofGodmay  be,  as  will  be  clear  to 
the  meaneft  capacity,  by  putting  the  cafe  between  an  Atheifti- 
call  Church-  Papift,  and  a  godly  zealous  Proteftanr,  or  Puri- 
tane  touching  the  terpet  nail  advow  ion  of  a  great  Reftory>  and 
no  leffe  clear  in  th'  cafeof  a  warre  between  two  Prince^lembla- 
bly  qaalified  touching  cheir  title  to  a  Kingdome  divided  in  the 
Vrofeffton  of  Religion^  :  Whe* 
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Whether  a  meerlj  civiU  caufe  of  clear]  ujlice,  in  which  true  Re- 
ligion is  much  intereffed,  though  but  bj  con\equent^  rray  not  juft- 
Jy  be  called  Gods  caufe,  and  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  more 
heartily,  and  maintained  more  vigoroufly  by  all  go©d  Chrifti- 
ans  in  that  refpeft,  efpecialiy  when  the  intereft  of  Religion  is  the 
only, or  mimtmotwe  to  theoppofition,  made  by  theadverfe  par- 
ty, which  was  the  cafe  of  the  great  Henry  the  fourth  of  France, 
who  in  that  regard  was  commonly  prayed  for  as  fighting  the 
Lords  battels  >  and  is  the  cafe  of  the  Prince  Eleftor  Palatine,  and 
ofPrinceKa/w*/ his  brother,  who  in  all  appearance  might  ere 
this  have  recovered  their  ancient  eftates  and  dignityes  (  to 
which  by  the  lawes  of  the  Empire  their  title  is  unqueftionable  ) 
by  the  fame  meanesth3t  the  faid  King  did  his  Crowne,  if  God 
by  his  grace  had  not  made  the  faid  great  Kings  example  too 
fearfall  to  them. 

Whether  the  entituling  of  God  to  any  purely  civillsand  clearly  \\ 
unjuft  caufe  in  refpeft  of  the  inter  eU  of  his  true  Religion  involved 
by  confeqnent  only  in  the  fuccefle  thereof,  be  not  a  finne  againft 
the  third  Commandemenr,  and  of  a  high  nature -and  whether 
any  damage  which  may  happen  to  accrew  to  Gods  true  Religw 
on  by  occafion  of  the  iffue  of  fuck  a  War,  will  not  be  put  to  hh 
account  that  was  in  thewrong  in  the  point  of  the  juftice  of  thenar 
though  he  were  in  the  right  in  the  point  oft  he  truth  of his  xteligion, 
and  whether  that  will  not  be  a  heavy  aggravation  of  his  finne. 

Whether  the  parties,  and  others  interefled  in  a  purely  civill  VI 
caufe  of  dubious  juftice^  wherein  Religion  is  no  otherwife  con- 
cerned then  as  abovefaid,  do  well  to  engage  themfelves,  and  to 
endeavour  to  engage  others  therein  under  the  title  or  colour  of 
&digion or  whether  it  be  not  a  great  finne  to  do  this  witting- 
ly and  wilfully,efpechlly  in  them  who  being  Ambaffadours  of  a 
King  that  hath  publiquely  declared  his  Kingdome  not  to  be 
of  this  world,and  thac  accordingly  refuted  to  make  himfelfe  a 
Judge  of  Civill  inheritances  between  brethren,  wi!  hardly  be 
ab!e  to fhew  that  they  haveany  Gommiffion  from  him  to  en- 
tangle them(e!ves>and  much  leffe  to  intereft  his  name  in  fuch  af- 
fixes ofibiswQi  Id,  and  it  being  well  knowne  mat  ia  the  o  d 

&3>  liw* 
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Law  u  was  death  for  a  Prophet  toprefumeto  fpeake  a  word  in 
his  name  chat  he  had  not  commanded,  Deut%i  %.  2c. 

Whether  all  they  who  by  a  miftakg  of  the  quarrell  do  any  way  engage 
•  themfelves,  or  others  in  a  juft  Wat  upon  un)ufiyfiable  grounds  be  not  raiu> 
therers  before  God,  though  not  before  men,  as  a  man  may  commit  a- 
dultery  with  his  own  wife  if  in  the  dark  he  chance  to  takehtr  for  ano- 
thermans:  Andas  a  Jurormay  doeunjuftly  in  giving  ajuftverdift,  if 
he  do  it  upon  unjuit  grounds  through  amiftake  of  the  evidence,  or 
through  ignorance  of  the  La  w. 

Whether  ail  they,  who  though  they  undtrftavd  the  right  of  the  quarrel 
*na  j*ft  Warre,ytt  engage  themfelvesor  others  therein  upon  unjuflyfcb'* 
motives,  as  for  private  revenge,  or  gaine,  or  with  minds  any  otherwife 
dHpofed  then  purely  to  procure  a  yeelding  to  the  juftice  thereof,  be  not 
alfo  guilty  of  all  the  bloodfbed  therein:  as  a  luror  may  be  a  murderer  in 
contenting  to  the  taking  away  of  his  neighbours  life,  by  a  )*ft  zerdi&how 
clear  foever  the  law,  or  evidence  be  to  him,  if  he  beeeduced  thereunto 
by  his  orvoe private  fpkeny0T  by  the  Bribery ,  or  fifJicstation  offome  other  re- 
vcngefull  third  perfon,  or  by  any  other  by  refpitt,  and  nos  meerly  by  the 
merits  of  the  caufe9 


Tit.  Liv*  ffljl.  Lib.  9 . 

WHen  T.  Veturiws^  and  Sp.  Poftbumitu,  Confuls  of  Rome,  had  en- 
gaged their  Army  too  farrc  within  the  Gullet,  or  Streight  of 
Cfindiunt,  into  a  place  of  fo  great  diftdvantage,that  it  was  inipoflible  for 
them  either  to  get  out  of  the  pound  whereinthey  were  entrapped  by  their 
enemies  the  Samnite$,or  to  fight  them,or  to  have  any  relief  come  to  iheir 
(neceir,  though  they  fliould  fortifie  their  campe  with  a  trench  and  ram- 
pier,  it  is  eafie  for  every  man  to  imagine  in  whatdiftrtfle,  they  and  tl  eir 
Officers  and  Souldlers  were.  The  Samnites  on  the  other  fide,  in  this  fo 
fortunate  and  happy  opportunity  prefented  unto  them,  were  as  much  to 
feck  what  to  do,and  what  courfe  to  chufe  and  foIlow.Wherupon  they  all 
in  generall  were  to  difpatch  Utitxtto Herenniui Pontius ,the  father  of  their 
Gencr j),and  to  know  his  opinioaNow  this  man  beforetime  by  rcafon  of 
his  great  agehad  given  over  not  only  military  afFairs,butal(o  all  civil  bu- 
finefles:howbeit  in  that  olrlcrafie  andfpent  body  of  his,  he  bare  the  frefh 
vigourof  che  mind,&  a  pregnant  wit  to  give  counfel. When  he  underftood 
that  the  Romans  Army  was  (hut  up  fall  within  the  two  forrefte,  at  the 

Cawdinc 
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Caudine  Gullets ,  and  that  his  advice  was  asked  by  his  fonnes  meflen* 
«c  gerfAe  gave  prefently  this  counfcll.  That  with  all  (\  eed  they  fli  >u'd  be 
c<  let  ro  tron  thence  every  one,withouc  any  harm  at  ail  done  unt  i  them. 
•Which  opinion  of  his  being  rejcfted^ofhhfonne  and  the  Army]  his 
"mind  was  demanded  a  fecond  time,  by  the  fame  Courtier  lent  again  c 
u  unto  him  of  purpofe.  And  then  he  gave  advice  that  they  mould  be  all 
*  killed,  and  not  one  lefc  alive.  Upon  which  anfwers  fo  far  difagreeing, 
and  thus  delivered,    as  it  were  out  of  a  doubtfull  Oracle  :  albeit  his 
fonnehimfelfe  imagined,  of  all  others  mod,  that  his  fathers  wit  was  in 
the  wane,  and  aged,  as  well  as  his  feeble  waited  body  ;ycc  by  a  general 
confent  of  all  he  was  overcome,  to  fend  for  him  in  Per  ion  for  to  declare 
his  meaning  by  word  of  mouth.    Neither  thought  the  old  man  much 
thereof,  but  was  brought  (by  report)  to  the  camp:  in  a  chariot,  and 
being  called  to  counfel,he  was  in  the  fame  cale  ftil,(o  as  he  nothing  chan- 
"  ged  of  his  former  advife,  6utalledged  only  castes  and  reafons  thereof. 
i€  Namely,  that  in  his  former  resolution,  (which  he  took  to  be  (imply  the 
iC  bed)  his  meaning  was,  by  a  fingular  benefit  and  good  turne,to  confirm 
"  peace  and  amicy  for  ever,with  a  mo  ft  mighty  and  puifiant  people.  In  the 
**  fecond,  his  purpofe  was  by  the  utter  lofle  of  two  Armies,  whereby  the 
l*Srate  of  Renu  would  not  eafily  recover  their  ttrength  again,  to  differ  r  j 
€i  the  warres  for  many  a  yean*.  And  as  for  a  third  counfell  he  had  none 
at  all.  When  his  Son  and  other  cfeiefe  Captains!  by  queftioning  inquired 
*cof  him ,  whai  if  a  middle  courfe  between  both  were  taken,  namely  to 
<#  difmliTe  them  fafe,  and  acording  to  the  law  of  Armes  and  Conqueft, 
u  to  impofe  upon  them  hard  lawcs  and  conditions.  Marry  fquotnhej 
u  this  is  the  way  indeed,  that  neither  winneth  you  friends,  nor  yet  rid- 
c"deth  you  of  your  foes,  feve  them  whom  you  have  provoked  with 
u  (Same  and  disgrace,  and  feewbat  you  get  thereby.  The  Romanes  are 
of  this  na  u  t,  t  hat  they  cannot  be  ml  and  quiet  fo  long  as  they  have  the 
*  worfe  5  it  will  never  die  in  their  hearts,  but  will  be  always  frem,  what- 
"  foever  uSame  this  prefent  extremity  (hall  brand  them  with :  and  never 
"  will  ic  give  them  any  reft,  before  they  have  been  by  manifold  and  (un- 
*:  dry  wayes  revenged  of  you.  So  his  advife  was  not  accepted,  neither 
tf  the  one  nor  the  other,  and  old  Htrtnttius  was  carried  home  againe 
from  the  Camp.  The  Samnites  would  yield  to  no  other  terms  of  agree- 
ment^ t  to  have  he  whole  Roman  Army  pafle  mamefully  under  the 
Gallows: which  they  by  the  advice  o(L.Levtulus  ,(who  told  them  that  they 
ought  to  prefer ve  their  Country  with  differing  utter  ftiame,as  well  as  by 
(pending  their  l;ves  J  were  contented  to  endure,and  did.  But  not  long  af- 
ter  fapirius  furnamed  C ^fir  defeated  the  Samnites,  and  put  them  like- 
wife  to  pafle  under  the  Gallows.  Idem 
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When  the  Privernates  rebelling,  were  utterly  vanquiftied  by  the 
Romans,  whiles  fome  of  them  in  the  Senate  of  Rome  gave  advife  to  pro- 
ceed cruelly §others  to  deale  gently,accordmg  to  each  man  his  nature  and 
inclination :  there  was  an  Ambaffadour  of  Privermm  chat  put  ill  out 
of  fquares5a  man  mindful  of  that  ftate  wherein  he  was  born,more  then  of 
his  prefent  need  and  extremity •  Who  being  demanded  of  one  (that 
had  fpoken  to  the  point,  delivered  fome  (harp  cenfure&  heavy  fentence 
againftthern)  What  punifhment  he  judged  tre  Privernates  deferved> 
"Marryf  quoth  he)chat  which  they  deferve,  Who  deem  themfelves  wor- 
•*  thy  of  liberty  and  freedom.  At  whofe  flout  and  arrogant  anfwer,  when 
the  Cofifull  fawthofeto  be  more  eagerly  and  bitterly  bent,  who  before 
impugned  the  caufe  of  the  Privernates ;  to  the  end  that  hehimfelfc  by 
fome  mild  and  gentle  demand,  might  draw  from  the  party  more  modeft 
language ;  What  ( qucth  he)  if  we  ffiould  remi :  and  pardon  your  puniffi- 
ment:  what  kind  of  peace  might  we  hope  jo  have  at  your  bands?  If 
u  (quoth  ht)y -:  offer  us  a  good  peace,ye  flial  find  it  on  our  pare  loyal  & 
*c  perpetualhbut  if  ye  tender  hard  condicionsof  peace,  ye  (hall  have  it  laft 
1  c  but  a  fmal  whiie.But  then  one  gave  out  that  thePrivernat  began  to  threa- 
ten plainly,  and  (aid  moreover,  that  fuch  fpeeches  were  enough  to  ftir  up 
any  peaceable  and  quiet  people  to  warre,  that  never  thought  to  have 
€C  fought.  But  the  better  part  of  the  Senate  drew  thofe  his  anfwer  s  to  a  bet. 
a  ter  fenfe,and  faid  that  it  was  the  fpeech  of  a  man,and  of  a  man  free  borne. 
<c  For  was  it  credible  (quoth  they^that  any  ftate,  nay  any  particular  perl 
u  fon,  would  longer  abide(thcn  needs  he  muft  J  that  condition  which  lie 
<c  mifliketh  and  goeth  againfl  his  ftomack?  There  only  is  peace  fure  and 
i€  like  to  hold,where  men  are  contented  and  willing  to  keep  themfelves 
ft  in  peace  :  and  never  let  men  look  or  hope  to  find  faithfuil  loyaltie, 
cc  where  they  wil  impofe  thraldom  and  (ervitude.  \nd  to  this  purpofe  the 
Confull  himself  efpecially  moved  and  inclined  their  hearts,  reitera  ring 
thefe  words  to  the  Senators  that  were  firft  to  give  their  opinions,  &that 
fo  loud^she  might  of  many  more  be  overheard,that  they  above  al  other, 
and  none  but  they  indeed  were  worthy  to  be  made  Roman  Citizens,  who 
m inded  and  efteemed  nothing  in  the  world  but  their  freedome.  Where- 
upon both  in  the  Senate  they  obtained  the  fuit :  and  alio  by  their  authori- 
ty of  LLs  a  Bill  was  exhibited  to  the  people,  that  the  Privernates  might 
be  infranchifed  Romans. 

FINIS* 
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